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The city of Athens
Athens is the capital and largest city of Greece. It is one of the world's
oldest cities, with its recorded history spanning over 3,400 years, a center
for the arts and philosophy and the birthplace of democracy.

Framed by the spectacular landscape of the Aegean sea and surrounding
mountains, Athens is a tourist’s delight with famous landmarks and
hidden treasures waiting to be discovered. Its position at the crossroads
of three continents has been a significant factor in the development of
the city’s extraordinary cultural heritage.
Greece's capital is an ideal congress destination, combining state-of-theart infrastructure, excellent conference facilities and easy worldwide
access with unrivalled cultural attractions, modern amenities, diverse
entertainment and natural beauty.
Here you can find a map of Athens city centre:
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Attractions
SACRED ROCK OF THE ACROPOLIS

The Sacred Rock of the Acropolis is a perfect 5th century BC collection of
public monuments which stands as a unique Greek testimony. From the
royal palaces of the 15th century and the first fortification, to Herod
Atticus Odeon, the hill served as the preeminent sanctuary of ancient
Athens. Visible from diverse viewpoints, the holy rock rises 490 meters
above the sea level and covers a surface area of 30,000 square meters.

4

THE ACROPOLIS MUSEUM

The Acropolis Museum houses more than 3.000 artifacts from the most
significant sanctuary of the ancient city, the Sacred Rock of the Athenian
Acropolis. In 2009 the magnificent building of the museum, designed by
architects B. Tschumi and M. Photiadis, opened its doors for the first time
as the New Museum of Acropolis.The new Acropolis Museum has a total
area of 25,000 square meters, with exhibition space of over 14,000
square meters, ten times more than that of the old museum on the Hill of
the Acropolis. The new Museum offers all the amenities expected in an
international museum of the 21st century.
For more information, visit museum’s website:
http://www.theacropolismuseum.gr/en
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PLAKA

The favorite neighborhood of locals, the gem under the shade of the
Acropolis is called Plaka. Just like a little village that hiked on the foots of
the hill, a small attractive island surrounded by fast and furious urban
earth. The oldest section of Athens, Plaka can be found between
Syntagma and Monastiraki square and the upper part right under the
Acropolis. It is a neighborhood, indeed, commercialized, but if you are
inclined to believe, you will read between the lines and get yourself off
the beaten path and up the swirling roads easily.
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SYNTAGMA SQUARE

Syntagma Square is the central and the most renown square in Athens..
The Square,that , can be found opposite the Hellenic Parliament, used to
be the front lawn of the Old Palace, where Queen Amalia spent her
precious time. Nowadays, it is the melting pot of the city, the hot spot,
the place where all the Athenians meet. Syntagma square is a very
significant area that you will bump into plenty of times during your stay in
Athens. Its central location allows you to walk nearby all the important
monuments, sights and streets.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

One of the most important archaeological museums in the world, the
Archaeological Museum of Athens houses the finest antiquities all over
Greece. Well-curated exhibitions guide you through magnificent findings,
exceptional sculptures, detailed pottery, Avant-garde jewelry, frescoes
and artifacts dating back to antiquity and the classic times. The Museum
is situated in central Athens and it is housed in an imposing neoclassical
building, firstly designed by L. Lange and remodelled by E. Ziller.
Numerous galleries well articulated in a total of 8.000 sq. meters.
For more information, visit museum’s website:
http://www.namuseum.gr/wellcome-en.html
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MONASTIRAKI – KERAMEIKOS – ANCIENT AGORA

Monastiraki is one of the most renowned neighborhoods in central
Athens partly because it belongs to the oldest part of the town and due
to its traditional flea market. Take a stroll in Psyrri neighborhood, where
small shops, traditional studios, street art gems, lunch spots and antique
corners compose the local map of the district.
Across Ermou Street towards Thission, lies the pedestal that leads to
Kerameikos, the ancient necropolis of the Athenians. Part of the
Archaeological Path, Kerameikos cemetery is located northwest of the
Acropolis, including a big area in and out of the city walls. This area has
undergone multiple archaeological excavations revealing that part of the
place was once used as the potters' quarter and part as the burial place of
Athenians.
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The Ancient Agora of Classical Athens , located to the northwest of the
Acropolis and bounded on the south by the hill of the Areopagus, is the
best-known example of an ancient Greek agora. The use of the area as a
marketplace is indicated by the numerous shops where potters, cobblers,
bronze-workers, and sculptors made and sold their wares. Long stoas
(colonnades) provided shaded walkways for those wishing to meet
commemorative monuments reminded citizens of former triumphs.Here
administrative, political, judicial, commercial, social, cultural, and
religious activities all found a place together in the heart of ancient
Athens.

NATIONAL GARDEN & ZAPPEION

National Garden is a marvelous park, open to the public from sunrise to
sunset, located in the heart of Athens, just behind the Greek Parliament.
What were once, the Old Palace and the Royal Garden, the getaway of
Queen Amalia and King Otto, is now a delightful, shady refuge for
Athenians and visitors during the hot summer months.Initially, the
Gardens reserved more than 500 different species of plants and
presented diversity in animals, yet the Mediterranean climate allowed
some of them to survive and blossom, in the Athenian environment.
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PHILOPAPPOS HILL

Also called the Hill of the Muses, Philopappos Hill – along with the Hills of
the Pnyx and Nymphs – was, according to Plutarch, where Theseus and
the Amazons did battle. Inhabited from prehistoric times to the postByzantine era, today the pine-clad slopes are a relaxing place for a stroll.
They offer excellent views of Attica and the Saronic Gulf, well-signed ruins
and some of the very best vantage points for photographing the
Acropolis. The hill was built between AD 114 and 116 in honor of Julius
Antiochus Philopappos, a prominent Roman consul and administrator.
The paved path to the top starts near the kiosk on Dionysiou
Areopagitou.
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PANATHENAIC STADIUM

Panathenaic Stadium, also known as "The Callimarmaron", a classical
Greek monument, a venue designed and used for noble competition and
fair play of mind and body, lies between the neighborhoods of Mets and
Pangrati.The place has been turned into a stadium by orator Lykourgos,
during the 4th century, for the competitions of the Great Panathinaea
festivities, games with nude athletes. The Panathinaea games honored,
once more, the protector of the city, goddess Athena.Kallimarmaron,
which means beautiful marble, is the only stadium in the world that has
exclusively been made with the renowned Pendeli's white marble. The
place underwent multiple reconstructions during Roman times of Herod
Atticus before remaining inactive for hundreds of years.
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LYCABETTUS HILL

Athens sprawls across the plain of Attica and like many European cities, is
built on seven hills. Lycabettus, at 300 meters above the sea level, is the
highest peak overlooking the Attica Basin offering unique views from
above. Considered as an oasis in the middle of the city, with rocky slopes
covered with pines and low shrubs the hill provides a significant habitat
for 64 bird species. On the top of the hill, a large open-air ampitheater
hosts world acclaimed musicians throughout the summer period offering
unique moments to Athenians and visitors.
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FLISVOS MARINA

Not many visitors of the city have realized that the Attica Coastline lies
less than 10 miles south of the city center.Located very close to Athens,
yet away from the hustle and the bustle of the city, a wide range of
activities on offer and an amazing view to the Saronic Gulf are the
reasons why Flisvos Marina is the ultimate coastline attraction for the
Athenians. Its trademark is of course its marina, a mega-yacht destination
that infuses a cosmopolitan flair to the area. Flisvos Park on the other
hand is ideal for leisurely strolls and carefree bike rides. Beautiful coasts,
recreation parks, playgrounds, shopping centres and stylish restaurants
are there to keep up your carefree mood.
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STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION CULTURAL CENTRE

Located near Faliron Bay in downtown Athens, Stavros Niarchos
Foundation cultural centre, is a world-class centre, housing the Greek
National Opera House(33,000 m²) and the Greek National Library(24,000
m²). The Centre was designed by the Renzo Piano Building Workshop
(RPBW) and involves the construction of an ecologically sustainable
multifunctional centre over a total area of 23 Hectares, largely devoted to
a public park. The Stavros Niarchos Cultural Centre is one of the works
that best represents the integration of the futuristic vision of a great
architect and the engineering excellence of a Group that is a leader in the
large infrastructure sector. It ambitiously aims at becoming a cultural and
artistic reference point in the Greek scenario, but also at a global level.
The design focuses on the reduction of energy and water demands using
passive design solutions where possible.
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TEMPLE OF POSEIDON – SOUNIO

Built in the same time as Parthenon, the Doric Temple of Poseidon is
situated on the edge of the magnificent Cape Sounio, 70km south from
Athens. On the coast of Attica, Cape Sounio is a jewel overlooking the
Aegean Sea. Once upon a time, the Temple of Poseidon used to serve as a
sacrifice point, since the sailors tried to appease God of the Sea,
Poseidon, before entering the Aegean Sea. The distinctive cape crowned
with the imposing Temple of Poseidon offers impressive views of the
Saronic Gulf and the Aegean Sea with the Greek islands.
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Accessibility
Athens is connected to the International Airport, 35 km from the city
center, via public transport that includes metro, suburban rail and various
bus services.
Metro
Metro line 3 (blue line) runs from Athens airport to Syntagma Square
in the city centre
Estimated cost: 10 euros
Suburban Rail
Athens International Airport is connected via suburban rail with
Athens Central Railway Station (Larissis Station), Port of Pireaus and
Kiato
Bus
Express Airport Bus connections with the Athens City Center on a 24hour basis, X95 (to Athens downtown “Syntagma”)
Estimated cost: 6 euro
Taxis
The taxi stand extends from Door 4 to Door 1 at the Arrivals Level of
the Airport
Estimated cost: 40 euro

17

Transportation
Metro

The Athens Metro has 3 lines. It connects important landmarks of the
Greek capital, such as the Acropolis, Athens Airport, Port of Piraeus,
Central Railway Station and Olympic Stadium, in addition to connecting
downtown Athens with the suburbs.

Line 1 (green line): Kifisia – Piraeus
Line 2 (red line): Anthoupoli – Eliniko
Line 3 (blue line): Airport – Douk. Plakentias – Agia Marina
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For more information about timetables visit the link:
http://www.stasy.gr/?id=67
Tram
Starting operation on the eve of Athens’ Olympics, the Athens Tram
connects the city center with the southern seaside. There are 3 lines:
Line 1 :“Syntagma – SEF” linking downtown Athens to the Peace
and Friendship Stadium
Line 2: ”Syntagma – Voula” which runs between the city center and
southern suburb of Voula and
Line 3: “Voula – SEF” running along the coastal zone.
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For more information about timetables visit the link:
http://www.stasy.gr/?id=67

Buses and trolleys
City buses and electrical trolley-buses serve Athens and its suburbs. Most
vehicles are modern and air-conditioned.
Operating hours vary according to line/day/season, but generally they
run between 5:00 a.m. – midnight. There are also five 24-hour lines, 4
airport lines (see above section), and 8 Express lines.
You can find routes, maps and real time bus movement information for
every line on this website: http://telematics.oasa.gr/#main
Suburban Railway
The Suburban Railway, or «Proastiakos«, is part of the national railway
network of Greece. Its main route is Athens Airport – Kiato, while other
routes travel up to Ano Liosia.
More information on: http://www.trainose.gr/en/
Taxis
Taxis (yellow in Athens, while other colors are preferred elsewhere in
Greece) can be a more convenient -although pricier- mean of
transportation.
Uber application is available in Greece as well but it is not widely used.
You can download, though, Taxibeat application which is used by the
majority of the taxis.
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